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NEXT AOPC MEETING:  Thursday, June 21, 7:00 p.m. 
Second Presbyterian Church., 600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock 

Program:  Bill Branham - Favorite Birds & Insect Images 
 

The June field trip will be to Mt. Magazine on Saturday, June 16 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Marty Allen  

 
Kayak Photography 

 
With warmer temps and longer days I find myself 
spending more time in my kayak on and around  
water with my camera gear.   Photography from a 
boat gets you to places many other photographers 
may never venture.    Even if they do, chances of 
them shooting from the same location is rare, espe-
cially since there are no common lookout points 
with pre-set tripod holes or foot trails to follow.  
 
Wildlife can be more tolerant or even curious of 
what you are as you float along in the water and may 
even let you approach much closer.   Don’t get in a 
hurry; slow, non-threatening, quiet movements with 
both paddles and camera gear are the key.  Any sud-
den movement or loud noise will cause game to 
spook and flee.  Just recently I had the opportunity 
to drift under some trees as a yellow-billed cuckoo 
fed in the branches above me.   These birds are very 
shy and elusive and difficult to photograph.  A few 
bends in the river later a white-tailed fawn followed 
its mother near the rivers edge as a red-headed 
woodpecker hammered on an old snag behind me.  
I’ve included a few recent shots from the kayak in 
this newsletter. 
 

 

THE f-STOP 

www.arkphoto.org 

There are a few things you need to be aware of before 
launching.  First, make sure you are aware of and obey 
all boating safety regulations.  You can find these posted 
on the Arkansas Game and Fish Commissions web site 
(www.agfc.com) under the “Rules and Regs” section.    
 
Second, protect your equipment from water spray by 
using dry bags, dry storage or an old poncho-turned-
camera-protector.  I made a simple PVC platform to rest 
my camera on as I paddle.  This keeps the camera off 
the bottom of the boat where water spray tends to pool.  
The modified poncho is attached to the PVC platform 
and acts as a spray cover, keeping my camera dry.   
 
Third, protect your investment.  All of my equipment is 
fully insured.  Check with your insurance provider(s) to 
verify coverage.   A separate policy for my gear is re-
quired since none of my auto or homeowners policies 
specifically cover damage or loss while I have my 
equipment on (hopefully not “in”) the water.  
 
If you don’t own a boat then you can rent kayaks, ca-
noes and other boats from many marinas and outfitters.   
Renting a boat might be a great place to start before 
making an investment in more equipment for your pho-
tographic hobby.  Take time to give this a try.  As you 
slowly drift along and around each bend you should al-
ways anticipate one of those “shots of a lifetime!” 
 



Page 2 

 

Page 2 



 

         AOPC OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT:  Marty Allen,   mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C) 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Bill Branham, william.branham@fda.hhs.gov,   372-7726  
SECRETARY:  Bill Melchior, william.melchior@fda.hhs.gov,   224-1258 (H), (870) 543-7206 (W)  
TREASURER :  Ron Russ, rsruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
LIBRARIAN:  Karen Russ, kmruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
PROGRAMS:  Jason Crader,  jacrader@yahoo.com,  724-3072  
            Max Baker, bakermaxl@uams.edu,  
FIELD TRIPS:  Mike Dupslaff, dupslaffmichaelg@uams.edu  
                          Tim Donar, tdonar@mac.com   
NEWSLETTER:  Barbara Wright,  clydwright@sbcglobal.net, (501) 851-2126 (H), (501) 837-2196 (C)      
     Ernie Decker, Egd5@aol.com,  223-2530 
WEBMASTER:   Marty Allen,  mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C)     

AOPC website:   www.arkphoto.org 

PLEASE SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THE f-STOP 
 

The only requirements are that they look reasonable in both black and white for the print edition* and in 
color for the electronic version, and that they have a minimum size in the short dimension of 400 pixels 
for the print edition and 800 pixels for the PDF.  If you submit a large file, we will adjust the size and cre-
ate a black-and-white version.  Contact me for submission instructions. 
 
Please send photographs and other information for the newsletter by the 25th of each month to Barbara 
Wright via e-mail at clydwright@sbcglobal.net. 
 
* If your photo doesn’t look good in B&W, submit it anyway with a note to that effect and it will appear 
in the PDF version only.  I usually look at several types of B&W conversions and choose the one that 
looks best to me.  

F-STOP BY E-MAIL 
 

If you would like to receive the club newsletter as a PDF file with the photo of the month larger and in full 
color and with additional member photographs, please let Barbara know at clydwright@sbcglobal.net.  This 
will also save the club printing and postage costs. 

 

FIELD TRIPS  
 
 

        June 16           Mt. Magazine           September 22      Branson, Mo.  (butterflies)         
        July 21           Blanchard Springs            October 20           Petit Jean Mountain/Cedar Falls   
        August 18      Little Rock at night              November 17       TBA 
                       December 16       Garvan Gardens (Christmas lights) 
           
 
All times are TBA.  There will also be several optional field trips which may require a higher degree of  
hiking/GPS/more food and water, possible 4x4, possible ATV’s, etc.  For questions and/or suggestions, call  
Michael Dupslaff at (501) 912-2684 or  e-mail him at dupslaffmichaelg@uams.edu or e-mail Tim Donar at 
tdonar@mac.com. 
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ARKANSAS OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHERS CLUB 
3401 Ridge Pass Court 
Little Rock, AR  72227  

FOR SALE 
 

1-Hoya super HMC UV filter, 58mm, new, never 
been opened.  $25  1-Hoya super HMC UV  
filter, 72mm $35  1- Canon 70-200 f4 L non IS. Great 
lens, I just never use it anymore. $450  Email - 
egd5@aol.com or call 501-223-2530 Ernie Decker 

FIELD TRIP 2008 UPDATE  
 
Things are off to a great start as we have received lots of great suggestions for the trip next year.  Don't forget we 
are still taking votes for locations until June 14th.  Below is a list of what we have so far.  You can vote for one of 
these or add one of your own.   We will be choosing from the 5 locations with the most votes at the June meeting 
on the 21st. 
  Colorado Springs CO    E. Tennessee—Smokey Mtns.  
  St. Louis      Wichita Mtns. NWR OK 
  Tucson AZ      Albuquerque NM 
  Yellowstone National Park   Big Bend National Park  
  Grand Canyon     Bosque de Apache NWR  NM 
  San Francisco CA    Zion National Park  
  Cades Cove, Smokey Mtns  
  
Be sure to pass this on to anyone you know that may not have seen the newsletter and be sure to attend the June 
meeting to cast your vote!   Should you not be able to attend the meeting, are an AOPC member and would like 
to cast a vote, please contact Patrick or Laura Fulks at clickartphoto@gmail.com from the 15th to the 21st and 
you can submit  your vote via e-mail.   I will be glad to print your e-mail and submit it for you.  I will also be 
sending an e-mail for Robert to forward to everyone on the 15th so you will know what the 5 locations are.   So 
be sure to check your e-mail for updates and we look forward to seeing everyone at the June meeting! 
         

MEMBER SURVEY 
 

If you haven’t filled out a member survey and 
turned it in to Marty Allen or Ron Russ, please do 
so ASAP.  The survey is on the AOPC website at 
www.arkphoto.org. 


