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NEXT AOPC MEETING:  Thursday,  July 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Second Presbyterian Church., 600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock 

 
Program:  Martin Hauer-Jensen - Underwater photography 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Marty Allen  

THE f-STOP 

www.arkphoto.org 

THE FIFTH ELEMENT  
OF WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
You’ve checked your ISO, aperture, shutter speed and 
your exposure value all validated by the histogram.  
You’re ready for that perfect wildlife shot.  However, 
there’s at least one more element that can make the 
difference.  We all know that the ancient Greeks used 
the four elements of air, fire, earth and water to 
explain patterns in nature similar to the way we 
configure the above settings in our camera to 
maximize our photographic images.  And, we know 
that Bruce Willis had to find the fifth element in a 
1997 film directed by Luc Besson.   
 
In the case of wildlife photography, the fifth element 
is “emotion”. You can have all your technical settings 
correct and simply come away with only a good 
wildlife photo.  However, if you can capture a spark of 
emotion in the eye of your wildlife subject you can 
come away with a great photograph.   
 
Digital photography improves our odds of capturing 
this fifth element limited only by the patience of the 
subject and the amount of memory cards we carry in 
the field.  Capturing any emotion is never guaranteed 
or ever predictable, but learning all you can about the 

subject can help improve your odds of anticipating 
the subject showing any hint of emotion. 
 
Wildlife can be quite humorous and, when not 
threatened, can be very photogenic.   Learn to look 
for this element in wildlife photography and you 
will be amazed at the photos you begin to collect.   
This is a photograph of a white-tailed doe frus-
trated by the swarm of flies in northern Idaho. 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 

By Jason Crader 
 
July - Martin Hauer-Jensen - Underwater photography 
August - Tim Donar - Canvas printing techniques 
September - TBA 
October - Bob Lloyd - Pinhole photography 
November - TBA  
December - Holiday Party—potluck 

EARLY BIRD PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

By Karen Russ 
 
Given the number of our members who are interested in wildlife photography, birds in particular, I was enticed by 
an article in the July/August issue of Bird Watcher’s Digest - Siebenheller, Norma. “Pioneering Bird 
Photographers.” Bird Watcher’s Digest 29.6 (2007): 66-72.  
 
In the twenty-first century, we analyze photos to determine if they were modified using various software products.  
We ask questions like “Do you think the sky was really that color?”  or, “wasn’t there a telephone wire running 
between those trees?”  In the era of early bird photography covered in this piece, the question was whether or not 
the subject of the image was alive.  Museum specimens were frequently photographed for books and journals 
because the camera technology did not allow for live shots, especially not any in the wild. 
 
The 1870s produced Eadweard Muybridge’s images of galloping horses and pushed other photographers to 
experiment.  Within the next 20 years, multiple photographers were producing images of live birds in flight, 
feeding young, and sitting on nests.  Reading about how they did it makes me happy to live in an era of air-
conditioned cars, nylon windbreakers, and carbon fiber tripods.  While I do not mind hiking trails in state parks and 
national wildlife refuges, you will not find me using a bull carcass for a camouflage blind like the Keaton brothers 
did in the early 1890’s. 
 
“Climbing trees, scaling cliffs, wading waist deep in marshes, enduring heat and cold and biting insects were all in 
a day’s work…” (page 68) For some, it does not sound like much has changed in over 120 years.  However, a quote 
from Chester A. Reed, “The bird photographers must use glass plates, not the newer but less accurate film,” (page 
70) shows just how far the process has evolved.  I am probably one of fewer than half a dozen AOPC members 
who still uses film.  When I finished reading the article, I wondered what the earlier bird photographers like Frank 
M. Chapman and Reed would think of the digital imagery used by so many today. 
 
Regardless of the time or the technology, another quote from Reed shows that the more things change, the more 
they stay the same:  “No other kind of photography has as large a percentage of failures as will be encountered by 
one who essays photographing living, wild birds.” (page 70) 

FOR SALE 
 
1-Hoya super HMC UV filter, 58mm, new, never been opened.  $25  1-Hoya super HMC UV filter, 72mm $35   
1- Canon 70-200 f4 L non IS. Great lens, I just never use it anymore. $450  Email - egd5@aol.com or call  
501-223-2530 Ernie Decker 

FIRST FISH PHOTO CONTEST 
 
Today's THV and Arkansas Game and Fish are 
sponsoring a contest to celebrate that fabulous first 
catch. The grand prize is a guided trout fishing trip 
on the Little Red River, a rod and reel with tackle 
box, and digital camera package to document your 
big adventure.   
 
The contest runs June 6 through July 16.  For con-
test rules, go to  
http://www.todaysthv.com/life/games_and_contests/
contests/First_Fish_Photo/default.asp 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE MONTH 

Eastern 
fence lizard 
by 
Martha 
Bowden 

Swan 
by  
Sherry Clowers 
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UALR RECEPTION 
 

Courtesy of Ron and Karen Russ 



 

         AOPC OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT:  Marty Allen,   mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C) 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Bill Branham, william.branham@fda.hhs.gov,   372-7726  
SECRETARY:  Bill Melchior, william.melchior@fda.hhs.gov,   224-1258 (H), (870) 543-7206 (W)  
TREASURER :  Ron Russ, rsruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
LIBRARIAN:  Karen Russ, kmruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
PROGRAMS:  Jason Crader,  jacrader@yahoo.com,  724-3072  
            Max Baker, bakermaxl@uams.edu,  
FIELD TRIPS:  Mike Dupslaff, dupslaffmichaelg@uams.edu  
                          Tim Donar, tdonar@mac.com   
NEWSLETTER:  Barbara Wright,  clydwright@sbcglobal.net, (501) 851-2126 (H), (501) 837-2196 (C)      
     Ernie Decker, Egd5@aol.com,  223-2530 
WEBMASTER:   Marty Allen,  mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C)     

AOPC website:   www.arkphoto.org 

PLEASE SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THE f-STOP 
 

The only requirements are that they look reasonable in both black and white for the print edition* and in 
color for the electronic version, and that they have a minimum size in the short dimension of 400 pixels 
for the print edition and 800 pixels for the PDF.  If you submit a large file, we will adjust the size and cre-
ate a black-and-white version.  Contact me for submission instructions. 
 
Please send photographs and other information for the newsletter by the 25th of each month to Barbara 
Wright via e-mail at clydwright@sbcglobal.net. 
 
* If your photo doesn’t look good in B&W, submit it anyway with a note to that effect and it will appear 
in the PDF version only.  I usually look at several types of B&W conversions and choose the one that 
looks best to me.  

F-STOP BY E-MAIL 
 

If you would like to receive the club newsletter as a PDF file with the photo of the month larger and in full 
color and with additional member photographs, please let Barbara know at clydwright@sbcglobal.net.  This 
will also save the club printing and postage costs. 

 

FIELD TRIPS  
 
 

        July 21            Blanchard Springs           October 20         Petit Jean Mountain/Cedar Falls         
        August 18         Little Rock at night                November 17     TBA   
        September 22    Branson, MO  (butterflies)         December 16      Garvan Gardens (Christmas lights) 
 
All times are TBA.  There will also be several optional field trips which may require a higher degree of  
hiking/GPS/more food and water, possible 4x4, possible ATV’s, etc.  For questions and/or suggestions, call  
Michael Dupslaff at (501) 912-2684 or  e-mail him at dupslaffmichaelg@uams.edu or e-mail Tim Donar at 
tdonar@mac.com. 
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ARKANSAS OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHERS CLUB 
3401 Ridge Pass Court 
Little Rock, AR  72227  

 

The following is the text of a letter sent to the club by UALR’s Ottenheimer Library: 

 

        June 26, 2007 

On behalf of the library’s staff and patrons, thank you for an eye-catching photographic 
display.  We appreciate the two-month loan that decorated our walls during the final weeks of 
class as well as meeting our primary goal of recognizing May as Arkansas Heritage 
Month.  Hopefully you consider the arrangement as successful as we do and will be interested 
in providing future displays. 

  

Cordially, 

Dr. Wanda Dole     Karen Russ and Linda Stipsky 
Dean, Ottenheimer Library   Co-Chairs, Library PR Committee  


