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NEXT AOPC MEETING:  Thursday, September 20, 2007 
Second Presbyterian Church., 600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock 

Program:  Peru Mission Photo Journal, by Marty Allen 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Marty Allen  

THE f-STOP 

www.arkphoto.org 

Back Yard Photography 
 
  Your own back yard can be one of the most 
rewarding locations for an outdoor photographer.  
This is due to several factors, and it does not matter if 
you live in the city, in the suburbs, or way out in the 
country.  Each of these provides some of the same 
and very different opportunities.  
 
  First, it is very convenient.  You can walk out 
the door of your home any time and start shooting.  
The best times are still the first and last hours of the 
day, but any hour of the day could prove to be re-
warding.  Shots can include macros of insects in 
flower beds, close-ups of animals wandering through 
the neighborhood, or migrating birds stopping at your 
feeders.  Use a blind to increase your opportunities.  
Blinds can include a commercially available game 
blind, a homemade blind, or an open window with the 
screen removed.  Just keep safety in mind if small 
children play in these areas. 
 
  Second, you can control the setting.  Think 
and plan the placement of feeders and plants to attract 
wildlife in order to allow natural- looking environ-
mental shots.   Plants may include flowers to attract 
butterflies and hummingbirds, or fruit trees and crops 
that attract white-tailed deer and other animals.  You 
might consider a brush pile or dense cedar trees that  

provide shelter for birds.  And don’t forget a water 
supply, either as a birdbath, waterfall or small 
man-made stream in your yard. 
 
 Third, you have immediate access to your 
computer.  This allows you to take as many photos 
as you want, or your memory cards can handle, 
and download them for immediate feedback.  It is 
a great way to continue your photographic leaning 
by evaluating things like sharpness, depth of field, 
and distracting backgrounds.   This will help with 
ideas on how to position your tripod or stage the 
next series of photos. 
 
  Fourth, you learn how wildlife reacts to 
you and your equipment.  Pay attention to your 
movements, clothing, scent, and noise.   City and 
suburban wildlife can be more tolerant of humans, 
but they may react the same as any other animals 
when threatened or perceiving a threat. 
 
  Always be respectful of the wildlife you 
are photographing and they in turn will show their 
respect with some great shots. 
 
NOTE:  Marty has provided some examples of 
his back yard photography;  see them on page 2. 
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SWAP MEET 
By Jason Crader 

 
        We are planning allocate time at the end of open  
projector  in September for an impromptu swap meet. 
If anyone has any gear that they'd like to trade or sell, 
they may bring it that night. 
  
        If anybody wants to send me an e-mail with a list 
of what they want to try to sell at the swap meet, 
please do so.  I am going to try to copy and paste eve-
rybody's list into one e-mail.  I will forward this on 
September 15th one time. so anything I receive after 
the 15th will not get on the list. 
 
E-mail me at jacrader@yahoo.com 

TIPS AND TIDBITS 
By Ernie Decker 

 
        Here’s a good link sent in by Marty.   Every week 
there is a short video by Scott Kelby, Matt Kloskowski, 
and Dave Cross called “Photoshop User TV.”  They are 
nutty and fun to watch, and they have some neat stuff. 
Watch, you’ll see what I mean.  It is on line at   
www.photoshopusertv .com 
 
  
        Have you worked up the nerve to clean your sensor 
yet? Want to know more? Well, have I got a site for you. 
Tons of info on almost all the sensor cleaning products 
and methods out there, pros and cons of each method, 
and tips on how to do it.  What more could you ask for?  
www.cleaningdigitalcameras.com 
 
  

FOR SALE 
 
1-Hoya super HMC UV filter, 58mm, new, never been 
opened.  $25   
 
1-Hoya super HMC UV filter, 72mm $35 
   
1- Canon 70-200 f4 L non IS. Great lens, I just never use 
it anymore. $400   
 
Email - egd5@aol.com or call 501-223-2530 Ernie 
Decker 

 

Left:  Fall leaves on the 
deck;  right: tobacco horn-
worm on a moon flower 
leaf; below left: goldfinch 
outside second-story win-
dow 

Back yard photos  
by Marty Allen 



 

         AOPC OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT:  Marty Allen,   mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C) 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Bill Branham, william.branham@fda.hhs.gov,   372-7726  
SECRETARY:  Bill Melchior, william.melchior@fda.hhs.gov,   224-1258 (H), (870) 543-7206 (W)  
TREASURER :  Ron Russ, rsruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
LIBRARIAN:  Karen Russ, kmruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
PROGRAMS:  Jason Crader,  jacrader@yahoo.com,  724-3072  
            Max Baker, bakermaxl@uams.edu,  
FIELD TRIPS:  Mike Dupslaff, dupslaffmichaelg@uams.edu  
                          Tim Donar, tdonar@mac.com   
NEWSLETTER:  Barbara Wright,  clydwright@sbcglobal.net, (501) 851-2126 (H), (501) 837-2196 (C)      
     Ernie Decker, Egd5@aol.com,  223-2530 
WEBMASTER:   Marty Allen,  mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C)     

AOPC website:   www.arkphoto.org 

PLEASE SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THE f-STOP 
 

The only requirements are that they look reasonable in both black and white for the print edition* and in 
color for the electronic version, and that they have a minimum size in the short dimension of 400 pixels 
for the print edition and 800 pixels for the PDF.  If you submit a large file, we will adjust the size and cre-
ate a black-and-white version.  Contact me for submission instructions. 
 
Please send photographs and other information for the newsletter by the 25th of each month to Barbara 
Wright via e-mail at clydwright@sbcglobal.net. 
 
* If your photo doesn’t look good in B&W, submit it anyway with a note to that effect and it will appear 
in the PDF version only.  I usually look at several types of B&W conversions and choose the one that 
looks best to me.  

F-STOP BY E-MAIL 
 

If you would like to receive the club newsletter as a PDF file with the photo of the month larger and in full 
color and with additional member photographs, please let Barbara know at clydwright@sbcglobal.net.  This 
will also save the club printing and postage costs. 

 

FIELD TRIPS AND UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 
 

September 22      Branson, Mo.  (butterflies)          
October 20          Petit Jean Mountain/Cedar Falls  
November 17       TBA 
December 16       Garvan Gardens (Christmas lights)             
       
All times are TBA.  There will also be several optional field trips which may require a higher degree of hik-
ing/GPS/more food and water, possible 4x4, possible ATV’s, etc.  For questions and/or suggestions, call Michael 
Dupslaff at (501) 912-2684 or  e-mail him at dupslaffmichaelg@uams.edu or e-mail Tim Donar at tdonar@mac.com. 
 
Upcoming programs:  October - Bob Lloyd - Pinhole photography 
   November—Kim Godfrey—African mountain gorillas 
   December—Holiday party—pot luck 
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ARKANSAS OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHERS CLUB 
3401 Ridge Pass Court 

 On my return from Ecuador on Friday, June 28, 2007, 
I was pulled out of line at U.S. customs in Miami and asked if 
I had “documentation” for my cameras and lenses (which had 
easily been identified via x-ray).   I stated that I did not and 
was told that my gear would be held in Miami by U.S. cus-
toms, that I would need to provide documentation, and that 
after the documentation was received and verified my gear 
would need to be imported by a broker and then be shipped as 
cargo to Orlando, all at my expense. 
   
 After about 30 minutes a pleasant woman came by and 
said that the photography gear would indeed be confiscated 
and held; she had many forms to fill out.  I explained to her 
that I had always traveled with documentation but that several 
years ago when I bought the forms to U.S. Customs in Orlando 
I was told, “We do not sign or verify those forms any more.  
You do not need them any more.  You will not be hassled 
when you return to the U.S. with your gear.”  I have been in 
and out of the country more than a dozen times since then 
without any documentation and, until Friday, I had never had a  
problem. 
 
 I asked to speak to a supervisor, did so, and explained 
the above to him in a calm manner.  I added that several folks 
in the group with 500 mm lenses had been on the adjacent line 
and had breezed through.  After listening patiently he asked 
me “What do you want?”  
 .... 
 
  

 I said, “I want to get on my flight to Orlando with 
my cameras and lenses.  I will have documentation with me 
on all future trips.”   
 
 After about 15 minutes the pleasant woman came 
back and said that I could go.  I returned to the supervisor 
to thank him and he showed me the proper forms.  I had 
previously listed all of my gear on a single form, Depart-
ment of Treasury “Certificate of Registration” Customs 
Form 4455 (020984).   
He suggested instead that I fill out Customs Form 4457 
(060992) listing several items on each form.  He continued 
by saying that once that form had been signed and 
stamped it could be used for subsequent trips.   
 
 My plan is to fill out a single copy of Customs 
Form 4457 (060992) for each and every item that I own 
(including my laptop) with a serial number and then bring 
all the forms and all the gear to the U.S. Customs Office at 
Orlando airport on a day when I am not traveling.  I will 
then bring the forms with me when I travel so that I can 
avoid being hassled upon my return.   
 
 I am not sure of the situation at other U.S. customs 
arrival stations (such as Detroit) but it would seem best that 
each of us travels with the proper documentation whenever 
traveling abroad.   

 
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL/U.S. CUSTOMS ADVISORY 

By Bill Melchior 


