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NEXT AOPC MEETING:  Thursday, January 17, 2008 
Second Presbyterian Church., 600 Pleasant Valley Drive, Little Rock 

Program:  Ray Scott, author 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
By Marty Allen  

THE f-STOP 

www.arkphoto.org 

Bundle Up and Get Outside 
 
 With the colder temps and shorter days it’s 
too easy to make excuses for not getting outside 
with your camera.  The winter months may be the 
hardest to photograph from both physical and 
technical perspectives.  However, with the right 
clothes and a little preparation the natural world 
has some great photo opportunities waiting for 
you. 
 There are many online tips and articles 
about winter photography.  Actually, Google 
returned 29,400 results on my search.  These 
articles include everything from how to best 
expose for the bright snow-filled landscapes to  
 

how to dress for success in cold climates.   
 Don’t limit yourself to just winter landscapes.  
Learn to look down and all around for patterns in ice, 
frozen leaves or icicles.  Be the first on new-fallen snow 
to avoid footprints and tire tracks. 
 Take more night shots.  These can range from 
holiday lights to a full moon on a snowy landscape.  
Cold winter nights have very clear air. 
 And finally, don’t forget about the birds and  
animals.  There is an abundance of waterfowl in the 
winter.  This is a great time to visit wildlife  
management areas to photograph ducks, geese, swans, 
hawks and eagles. 
 One final tip:  don’t forget the hot chocolate! 

FIELD TRIP TO LAKE DE GRAY  
The January 26th trip to Lake De Gray will leave from the parking lot at I-430 and I-630 at 6 
A.M. so we can arrive at De Gray Lake Lodge by 8:30 A.M. 

DUES MUST BE PAID BY THE END OF JANUARY!  SEE PAGE 2 FOR MORE INFO 

SUP0PORT FOR A MEMBER DURING DIFFICULT TIMES  
 
For many years, Bill Branham has been an active member of the AOPC and has served as an officer multiple 
times.  For many of us, he is a friend as well.  As many of you are aware, Bill’s daughter Jocelyn Denise Branham 
Earnest passed away on December 20, 2007.  This is the time FOR us to share our support for Bill.  If you would 
like to send a message for the family,  the guest book for Jocelyn is available at the following website: 
http://www.legacy.com/NewsAdvance/GB/GuestbookView.aspx?PersonId=100116585. 



 

 

AOPC DUES DUE IN JANUARY 
by Ron Russ  

 
AOPC dues are $35.00 for a family for an entire year. Dues can be paid at the next AOPC meeting or mailed to Ron 
Russ, AOPC Treasurer, 18 Tortoise Park Cove., Little Rock, AR 72211. If mailing dues, please let me know what 
your current contact information is including mailing and e-mail addresses, so this way you’ll continue to get our  
newsletter and e-mail communication. Thanks in advance. 

TIPS AND TIDBITS 
By Ernie Decker 

  
This comes from “Popular Photography” magazine. If you have several frames of the same scene and want to know 
which is sharpest, check the file size of the photos. “The bigger the file, the sharper the shot. More detail requires 
more bytes.”  That’s what they say, but I still want to look. 
  
This I think is cool. I read it in “Photoshop Elements Techniques” magazine (which we have in our library also).  
I think it will work for both full PS as well as Elements. You can change the color of the background area that shows 
around your image. The default is a light grey, but you can make it any color you want. I went with a darker grey -  
I guess I’m not real imaginative. Here’s how:   
 
Select the paint bucket tool. Then click on the foreground color square (bottom left corner of screen) and use the 
color picker to select a new foreground color. (A side note here: I hate the color picker ‘cause it’s smarter than I am. 
I have a hard time working it. So I use the color swatches tool. Go up top in the menus and under Window you will 
find the color swatches.) Once your foreground color is changed, position the cursor (now a little bucket) over the 
background area and shift-click. BOOM-the color changes! 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH   
 
This photograph of Pop’s in Arcadia, OK, was submitted by Max Baker.  Pop’s carries more than 1,000 kinds of 
soda pop. 



 

         AOPC OFFICERS 
 

PRESIDENT:  Marty Allen,   mallen@imagesoutside.com,   224-2308, (H) or 951-1332 (C) 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Bill Branham, william.branham@fda.hhs.gov,   372-7726  
SECRETARY:  Bill Melchior, william.melchior@fda.hhs.gov,   224-1258 (H), (870) 543-7206 (W)  
TREASURER :  Ron Russ, rsruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
LIBRARIAN:  Karen Russ, kmruss@comcast.net,  312-9206 
PROGRAMS:  Jason Crader,  jacrader@yahoo.com,  724-3072  
              Max Baker, bakermaxl@uams.edu,  
FIELD TRIPS:  Mike Dupslaff, dupslaffmichaelg@uams.edu  
                          Tim Donar, tdonar@mac.com   
NEWSLETTER:  Barbara Wright,  clydwright@sbcglobal.net, (501) 851-2126 (H), (501) 837-2196 (C)     
       Ernie Decker, Egd5@aol.com,  223-2530 

AOPC website:   www.arkphoto.org 

PLEASE SUBMIT PHOTOGRAPHS FOR THE f-STOP 
 

The only requirements are that they look reasonable in both black and white for the print edition* and in 
color for the electronic version, and that they have a minimum size in the short dimension of 400 pixels 
for the print edition and 800 pixels for the PDF.  If you submit a large file, we will adjust the size and cre-
ate a black-and-white version.  Contact me for submission instructions. 
 
Please send photographs and other information for the newsletter by the 25th of each month to Barbara 
Wright via e-mail at clydwright@sbcglobal.net. 
 
* If your photo doesn’t look good in B&W, submit it anyway with a note to that effect.  I usually look at 
several types of B&W conversions and choose the one that looks best to me.  

F-STOP BY E-MAIL 
 

If you would like to receive the club newsletter as a PDF file, please let Barbara know at clydwright@sbcglobal.net.  
You will receive the newsletter about a week earlier than the print edition.  This will also save the club printing and 
postage costs. 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
By Jason Crader 

 
JANUARY 17:  The speaker for our January 17 program is Ray Scott, author of  the book Natural Inspira-
tion, Images and Insights.  Ray will present one of his slide programs.  You can see more of his work at:  
www.rayscottphotos.com 
 
FEBRUARY 21:  Charlie Knott - New England Fall Color 
 
MARCH 20:  Larry Jernigan - Macro Photography and Website publishing 
 
APRIL 17:  Tim Ernst will present one of his slide programs.   Location is TBD.  Visit Tim's website at:   
www.cloudland.net 



ARKANSAS OUTDOOR PHOTOGRAPHERS CLUB 
3401 Ridge Pass Court 
Little Rock, AR  72227  

2008 ELECTIONS FOR CLUB OFFICERS   
 
Elections will be held at the January meeting.  The Nominating Committee worked through November and  
December to create the ballot for 2008 officers.  These are the candidates: 
 
 President: Marty Allen;  Vice-President:  Nick Dawson;  Secretary: vacant;  Treasurer: Ronald Russ  
 
A few notes regarding the ballot:  
 
1)      The committee apologizes to the individual who considered running for Secretary.   We failed to record names at 
the November meeting and, during the usual zaniness of the holidays, we forgot who it was.  Please contact Marty Allen 
(mallen@imagesoutside.com ) or Karen Russ (kmruss@ualr.edu) if you are interested in the position.  
 
2)      If Ronald Russ is to be re-elected as treasurer, it will require the suspension of the constitution (term limits).   
While the constitution does not require an audit, the last time a treasurer was re-elected with a suspension of the consti-
tution, a majority vote of the membership agreed that an audit was a wise idea to protect the club and the treasurer.    
The Nominating Committee supports this idea again this year.  
 
3)      The four positions listed above are the only ones that require an election in accordance with the constitution.  
Some time in the past few years, the other positions merged into the election  because the Nominating Committee 
agreed to assist with the solicitation of people to fill the vacancies.  This error was brought to the board’s attention this 
year and the 2008 positions for Field Trip Coordinator(s), Program Coordinator(s), Librarian, and Newsletter Editor(s) 
will return to being presidential appointments. 

FOR SALE:  Canon 20D. Body only. $400.00.   Contact Robert Herron at r2herron@gmail.com. 
 


